A Videotape of the Gustavus Conference, in Case You Missed the Conference
(and an Essential Souvenir in Case You Did Attend)
Last spring, in anticipation of the considerable effort required to organize the coming June conference at
Gustavus Adolphus College, your JBS Board in its wisdom decided to forego videotaping the sessions.:
Then, just before the conference, we talked with Minneapolis member Michael Mayer who persuaded us
to reconsider our decision: He pointed out that he had some excellent equipment that could be set up
conveniently in Bjorling Hall, and offered to take charge of all the videotaping. Further, he would do the
editing and take charge of getting the tapes copied and distributed. ·
This seemed a fine solution, with minimal risk to JBS, so we agreed to let Mike take charge. One glitch
arose when car trouble kept him from getting to Gustavus in time to record the morning sessions on June
30, just when JBS Advisor Walter Rudolph would be giving his tribute to Giorgio Tozzi .... an event that
we expected to be one of the conference highpoints. Luckily Bill Clayton was ready to tape the session
independently, and Mike included that material in his final tape. Thus what we have to offer is two eighthour videotapes that include essentially all the main talks, from Berti! Bengtsson's first presentation on
"Great Royal Swedish Tenors" to the final conference banquet speeches and ·auction. (For a list of all the
included sessions, see our article on the conf~rence on p. 5 of our Fall 2001 issue of the Joul'Q,al.)
One possible complication involved the quality of sound on the tape: Mike's camera would be picking up
the sound in the auditorium, rather than being wired into the hall's sound system -how badly would
music be distorted by such a crude arrangement? Mike was confident that the camera's microphone
would provide adequate sound, and in fact we like the final product, find it good enough to expect that our
members would be happy to have the tapes. (Needless to say, if you order the tapes and decide that
they're not acceptable for any reason, we'll refund your money without question.)
Another possible complication involved the loss of video-quality that arises when many copies are made
from a master tape: we ran into that problem in copying the tapes of the 1999 conference. Mike has
solved that problem, at least to our satisfaction, by copying the tapes only two at a time. If you'd like to
order ~ese tapes (initially available only in NTSC format used in North American and many South
American countries, and compatible with some European machines), please write to Mickey Dove at the
address given below. Our price for the two 8-hour tapes together with a printed outline of the entire
program is $50 in North America, $56 in South America, Europe and the Middle East, and $60 in
Australia and New Zealand. (Payments must be made either in US dollars, or a check drawn on a US
bank, or via international money order.) Send your orders to Mickey at 109 Melrose Rd., Bro~d Brook,
CT, 06016, USA.
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Remark: We expect to make videotapes available in the alternate PAL format later this year, at the same
prices quoted above. You can order PAL tapes now, but keep in mind that delivery may not be possible
before mid-summer.
In case you'd prefer an audiotape version of the conference proceedings, we do have audiotapes of the
sessions held in Bjorling Hall (thus, not the final banquet) that were made directly from the hall's sound
system, onto DAT tapes. We're not sure what to do with these! (Send ideas to dshea@chorus.net)
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